and what that meant in terms of contrasting perceptions of the role and meaning of sport. The breadth of his discussion ranges from the wood-paneled bastions of the fin-de-sikcle New York Athletic Club to the grimier confines of Irish boys' social and athletic clubs in World War I-era Chicago. He also attempts to answer these questions about the role and meaning of sport in terms of ethnic differences, but he has less material to work with here.
This volume builds on Riess's earlier, important study of baseball in the Progressive era and includes additional archival work, but the foundations of this bobok rest on the author's careful analysis of the work of a score of historians who have assayed sport's growth in the city. Important here are the works of Stephen Hardy, Melvin Adelman, Roy Rosenzweig, Cary Goodman, and Benjamin Rader. Their studies of aspects of urban sport and its changing structure in particular cities provide Riess with the evidence he uses to fashion a synthesis and theory for urbanization's role in sport's development.
Riess knows which questions are important to ask and which factors must be considered in evaluating the answers. He raises the scholarly analysis of sport to a more sophisticated level. Riess reminds us that it is not just class and race or the tendencies toward greater specialization and standardization but also factors such as population change, the amount and nature of physical space, and the role of institutions such as the Works Progress Administration that must be considered in analyzing sport's history. This book is a densely written study, unlikely to work well in an undergraduate course, but it is probably a book to which those who take the study of sport further will turn as they begin their own explorations. As a woman in the first half of the twentieth century, Vorse struggled to fulfill an impossible ideal: to be a perfect mother and to find the time to write. For it was as a writer and reporter, not as a labor activist, that she came to find the cause to which she would devote herself. Her background as a child of privilege did not specifically push her toward labor militancy. If there is an omission in this fine work, it may be that the author does not specifically address the issue of Vorse's class position in relation to the working-class subjects of her labor reporting. Garrison does find in Vorse's mother the basic contradiction from which she would attempt to break free. As Vorse put it: "My mother's life was a tragedy. She had a fine mind and great executive ability and all this dynamo was idle" (p. 7).
The dynamo was not idle in Vorse, but it was strained at times. Trying to succeed as a writer of fiction, a wife to an unloving husband, and a mother with strongly ambivalent feelings about dividing her time and energy, drained emotionally and scarred physically after an affair with the American Communist Robert Minor and left for years fighting a morphine addiction inadvertently caused by well-meaning but inept medical treatment, she could not live up to all of her own expectations. Financial problems were at the root of much of her anxiety and a partial cause of her long bouts of depression. Once a highly paid writer of popular fiction, she turned her back on this lucrative income as she became more involved with labor reporting.
Garrison points to Vorse's dual life as woman and labor activist as a potent lesson for the present. So is Vorse's form of labor reporting. Support for oppressed workers could be coupled with factual reporting without being seen as a contradiction to her or to her readers. She wrote largely in a period not yet dulled by the insistence on "objectivity" in reporting imposed during the cold war. This notion resulted in a de facto promanagement stance by the news media that equated the status quo with the ways things should be. But Vorse's writing meant to move people as well as to report facts. She saw no contradiction in joining the workers' cause, walking picket lines, and organizing resistance, for she saw the struggle between capital and labor as an unequal contest, and she understood that justice was on the side of the weak. This can be seen most clearly in her position vis-a-vis the leaders of American communism and other radical and labor groups. She held them to the same standard of justice and never feared to disagree with them when she saw them pushing the rank and file around.
Benefiting from full access to Vorse's papers and the active assistance of her children, Garrison has brought vividly to life an important figure in American letters and labor, interweaving biography with the insights of feminist and labor history.
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